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                                   Summary response on “The Story of an Hour”
“The Story of an Hour” as the title suggests, covers a short period in Louise Mallard’s life, from the moment she learns about her husband’s death to the time he shows up at the house unexpectedly alive. Although the encounter into Mallard's life is quite brief, the piece of literature explores various themes such as marriage, repression, and marriage. There are various strong emotions that Mallard experiences after learning about her husband’s death. The conflicting emotions lead us to question Mallard’s past life, whether she was happy in her marriage, and why the sense of freedom from her husband’s death. 
Louise has a weak heart, and the news about her husband’s needs to be broken down in bits to avoid overwhelming her. Richards and Josephine take time to break the news which leads mallard to immediately start grieving. The reaction is expected from someone who just lost a loved one. However, after a few minutes, Mallard's emotions turn into happy ones as gets a sense of freedom from death. Mallard is in denial and tries to suppress her thoughts and feelings. 
Mallard’s thoughts and feelings lead us to believe that maybe she was never happy in her marriage. Louise repeatedly murmurs the word “freedom” as if she is set free from the repression called marriage. Even the weather, the trees, and the beautiful blue skies affirm what she is feeling inside. The trees that start to blossom in the new spring indicate her new self that comes to life. She gets a sense of reclamation and ownership of herself, and every decision would now come from herself and not the influence of her husband. Louise now feels ‘like a goddess of Victory’ from being widowed and that nothing is beyond her reach. 
Mallard’s freedom, however, comes to an abrupt end when she sees her husband at the front door of the house, so does her life. The irony is in the diagnosis by the doctor. The doctor claims that Mallard was overwhelmed with joy from seeing her husband leading to a heart attack that caused her death. However, the heart attack is from the distress of suddenly losing the new profound freedom that she had discovered. 
 Unfortunately, Louise Mallard had to stick to a marriage she was never happy about, and the only way out of it was through her husband’s death. The story explores the many shortcomings of human beings where one feels above the other and in a way suppresses them from exploring their own opinions, feelings, and thoughts. A prime example is in a marriage where instead of partnerships, one chooses to dominate the other and oppresses them. The question to ask is how much one should take in an oppressive relationship to opt-out and why is it so hard to leave? Is it pressure from society or just one of the weaknesses of the human being where we have a twisted idea of what love is?
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